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A message from Mrs Lewis ~= J

e hawe Stepped, into. Christmas at @

nate hene in Holy, EFamily, lational, Schoal! The
thadition af giving, continued with owv veny,
Succesdful shoe box appeal, Ue had a wisit rom
Santa on the 1* December ana, he brought a gift
Jor eweryone, Canvn TTundten alde brought a
gift for the chilaren as they hawe been extna good,
this yearn. Eueny dads had perfarmed wendenful
Ehnistmas cancerts ana plays ana the halls hase
been, full, of mudic and drama Since 7 losemben.
aederuen, tips to. the cinema to. enjoy, a fedtive
mauie.  Thank youw te all, owy Stgff who. have
dedication I8 ewident in o pupll 8 happiness.

I & like to wish yow all a weny Happy ‘Chridtmas
and, @ prodperous 1 lews Yean!

Board of Management

Our Board of Management met twice this term and have
overseen policy development, staffing and financial
arrangements. Thank you to our Chairperson, Canon
Munster and board members, Marie, Bernie, Siobhan,
Aiden, Adrian and Lorraine for all their hard work. For
more information and Agreed Repor‘ts check

www holyfamilyballyshannonie ’
PUUU@U

Visit our School Website & Socml Media Pages
www HolyFamilyBallyshannon.ie
Facebook:
\ https.//www.facebook.com/pages/category/
\ e Elementary-School/Holy-Family-National -
School-443u937 75761145/

)

Fresh Today continue fo provide us with snacks and hot lunchesPlease
change your lunch order by Thursday each week. Mrs McGinn can help
with any difficulties or contact Fresh Today on office@freshtodayie

Winter League Final- 6 th November. Well g%
done to the captains Ruth, Una, Robyn and
Eira andtheir teams on a fantastic display. A
special mention to Robyn’s team who were
the overdllwinners.

Pupils from 3 rd - 6 th were busy designing
new school jerseys. Our active committee
had a tough decision deciding on the winner.
Well done to Tadhg Cooney whose jersey
design received the most votes.

For more active school news visit:

https://wwwholyfamilyballyshannon.ie/active
-schools-2526 html

It was absolutely wonderful o welcome Brian

Roper back to the school and every class
benefitted from his expertise in GAA skills.

I . . .
Parents Association

Our Parents’ Association held their ‘GM on®
the II" November and we ould like to wigh¥
the committee Emma, Emily, Lyndaq, Berffie
and Jessica the very best in they er
ahead. We are very grateful for the PA
support we receive. This term the PA have
sponsored our Christmas annudls, Assistive
Technology and Play Therapy opportunities
for some of our pupils. They have also
consulted on policy development future
planning for our school accomodation.
Christmas dress up fundraiser will take
place on Friday 19" December, please send in
€2 with your child to support.

Liquid Therapy
Pupils for our Rock Hub Classes enjoyed three
more surfing sessions this term with Liquid
Therapy. This gives the children confidence
and wellbeing in the water. It is planned that
they will attend again in the Spring.




Green Schools ) Planetarium Dome
I+ was National Clean Air week [7th-2I" Nov and the  Ms Curran orgqnised a wonderful visit from the

children conducted an idling vehicle survey. Senior Planetarium Dome this ferm. Junior Infants to I
infants did a colouring competition and Y4th/Sth Class got fo visit and enjoy the Dome while 2 1o 6"
completed a wordsearch trial. Class went to a presentation within it. This was a
The Christmas jumper exchange/donation is super out of this world experiencel &2

contributing to our sustainable ethos and we will be
applying for our new flag in Travel next term.

g
VeX Robotics

SChOOl POliCies This year, our pupils have taken on the challenge

to create a brand-new robot for the new
game titled “Mix and Match”. This game sees
pupils guide their robot to stack different
coloured pins to gain points. Pupils have taken it
in turns to build dif ferent parts of the robot
and create project pieces on how the robot
was constructed. Our robot is now complete,
and students are in the process of practicing
HsScL Home School Community Liaison (HSCL) to drive it and score as many points as possible.
We have dlso a team of coders who are
practicing allowing the robot to play the game

https://www.holyfamilyballyshannon.ie/green-

schoolshtml

Mrs McGinn is available to support the families in our school.

She is available on 0830094276 or by email on on its own in a separate event.

mrsmcginn@holyfamilyballyshannon.ie ~

Some of this term’s activities are: Ag Sugradh le Chéile in Stu d ent C ou“c;[ - év
,»

Senior Infants, Christmas Jumper Exchange, !

Our new Student Council did a fantastic

r

Christmas Card Fundraiser, Pilates with Caroline, Flower

Craft with Anette. job conducting tours of the school on our
For more news and information, click: Open Day. They have dlso been busy
https://www.holyfamilyballyshannon.ie/home--school- ushering families and friends to our
suppor thtml Christmas performances and helping to
Uniform Orders spread awareness of our Bi Cinedlta Child
UG R el N iV i s s o Friendly Polcy.
Goal Mile Enrolment for September
Some of our senior classes participated in the Goal Mile 2026
organised by our local AIB branch. Thank you to Mark Enrolment for pupils who wish to attend
Crawford for inviting us to participate in a very worthy our school in Sept 2026 took place the
Amber Flag e week starting 10" November. We had a
We continue to work on maintaining our flag. A 8 huge response and loved meeting all our
"_r successful Anti-Bullying Week was held during prospective new pupils at our Open Day.
November where we celebrated the Enrolment was earlier this year in line
theme of ‘Belonging’. Each class took part in Anti- with NCSE enrolment guidelines. If you

Bullying lessons and entered a school
based Art Competition you can view the winners via

this link: https://www.holyfamilyballyshannonie/the-
amber-wellbeing-flaghtm cvc||cb|e online ind space is limited.

A Yard Buddies Project between Senior and Junior E m E

Classes has also been set up where our senior pupils
mentor the junior pupils at playtime.

Art Workshops -~

Jacqueline (Art Therapist) provided emotional wellbeing art workshops, 6 =

missed the closing date please contact the
school of fice as forms are no longer

we are very grateful for these special opportunities for our pupils and (/" 2

she will be back next term to work with ancther group.
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UKulele Programme
DMEP

Our ukulele programme continues again this
year and the children in 4", 5™ and 6" Class
have begun to learn tunes with their tutor

Second to

Nao. It is wonderful to hear live music in

our hdlls and work with Donegal Music
school for

Education Partnership. The children have

been learning wonderful festive tunes this

Assembly
Concern Primary Debates

Mr Foley’s Class are once again competing in the

o2 Qq
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Christmas Performances
It has been jazz hands at the ready!

All classes have prepared, rehearsed and

Concern Primary Debate competition. Maia,
Chloe and Rhiannon have been researching and
practising their debate topics and we can't warl'

to watch them debate in the new year.

performed beautifully again this year. From
making props to sound effects the children have
put on an amazing week of entertainment. Every
class put on two or three performances for our
school, families and we also welcomed our friends
in Saimer Childcare and Happy Start Montessori
for a special performance. Thank you to our
wonderful staff for encouraging confidence and
directing wonderful plays and concerts, we hope
we don’t lose any of them to Hollywood! They can
be viewed on the school YouTube Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/@holyfamilynsi670
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enjoy hymns and prayers together.

Create « P()S|
and fNCLUSlVTEIVE

ENVIRONMENT

School Ethos

Sixth Classes have attended mass in

St. Joseph’s church every fortnight in continued
preparation for sacraments. They have filled the
church with music and prayer, both Canon McGoarty
and Canon Munster have complimented the children on
their reverence and musical abilities.

Our Chrismas Crib is placed at the front door of the

everyone 1o enjoy.

Our Chairperson Canon Munster attended a special

assembly at the beginning of Advent where he gave
every child a gift to help them enjoy their Christmas
Annudls. We will have ancother special Christmas

this Friday with Canon Munster where we will

Say Yes to Languages
Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Class
continued learning French as part
of our Say Yes to Languages
Programme. They will complete 10
weeks with our tutor Ms Griffin,
we hope they enjoy the opportunity
to explore another language that
will be of fered in post primary.

Even more Christmas Activities!

The lead up fo Christmas has been great:
Classes enjoyed a visit from Santa, thank you to
John McGowan for helping Santa to get here.
Everyone went on their annual Christmas movie
cinema trip where as usual they got the VIP
treatment in Eclipse Cinema, Bundoran.

A huge thank you to Niall McCready and
his helpers Darragh, James and Annie for
lighting up our school again this Christmas,

we can be seen from across the townl



News fron (he (Yasoes

Click the link to take you to the class page on our school website
If your browser won't bring you to the page you can access everything on www holyfamilyballyshannon.ie

Jdunior Infants: https://www.holyfamilyballyshannon.ie/junior-infants-ms-martin--ms-delaney.html

Senior Infants: https://www.holyfamilyballyshannon.ie/senior-infants-ms-mullaney.html

First Class: https://wwwholyfamilyballyshannon.ie/first-class-mr-mc-groary html
Second Class: https://wwwholyfamilyballyshannonie/second-class-ms-curran--ms-johnstonhtml
Third Class: https://www.holyf amilyballyshannon.ie/third-class-mr-sweeny html

4th & 5th Class: https://www.holyfamilyballyshannonie/Hth--5th-class-ms-curranhtml

oth & 6th Class:  https://www.holyfamilyballyshannonie/Sth--6th-class-mr-foley html

Rock Hub, Ms McNally: https://www holyf amilyballyshannon.ie/hub-I-ms-mc-nally html

Rock Hub, Ms Brennan: https://wwwholyfamilyballyshannon.ie/hub-2-ms-brennanhtml
SET MS Maguire: https://wwwholyfamilyballyshannon.ie/set-ms-maguirel html
SET, MS Sweeney:. https://wwwholyfamilyballyshannonie/set-ms-sweeney.html

Vhales b Kententper

School reopens Monday 5 January 2026.

e School closed February 2 (Public holiday, St Brigid’s Day). H A g P \z

o School closed February 19" & 20" for Midterm break. N P‘ g
e School closed March [7" (Public holiday, St Patrick’s Day) N ... —— | Q-
e School closed 19" March (Dept sanctioned training day) v € W ¥ ¢! b

¢ School closes for Easter holidays on 27" March at 1230
School Calendar 2025/2026 is available at:
https://www.holyfamilyballyshannonie/uploads/8/7/3/8/87385194/school_calendar_2025_2026 __5_pdf


https://www.holyfamilyballyshannon.ie/
https://www.holyfamilyballyshannon.ie/5th--6th-class--mr-foley.html
https://www.holyfamilyballyshannon.ie/set-ms-maguire1.html

